
MYP Update

South Side Middle School



MYP 

The MYP encourages students 
to:

●Understand the connections 
between subjects through 
interdisciplinary learning

●Understand the connections 
between subjects and the real 

world

●Become critical and reflective 
thinkers



South Side Middle School & MYP

Middle Years Programme (3 Years)
Year 1 – Grade 6
Year 2 – Grade 7
Year 3 – Grade 8

Our implementation plan is to craft our MYP Programme
to be 100% inclusive:

✔ All subjects
✔ All students



• Arts = Visual Arts, Music & Performing Arts

• Language and Literature = English Language Arts

• Mathematics

• Sciences
 
• Individuals and Societies = Social Studies

• Design = Exploratory 6 & 7, Technology 8, Ford Science 8

• Language Acquisition = World Languages 

• Physical and Health Education = Physical Education & Health

The 8 MYP Subjects



How do students benefit 
from the MYP?

• Inquiry that encourages wonder

• Application to the real world

• Organic interdisciplinary connections 

• Evidence of understandings through performance

• Infusion of service and action



How do teachers benefit 
from the MYP?

• Curriculum revisions reflect the MYP teaching and 
learning philosophy.

• Teachers have been trained in various aspects of the 
MYP: 
– Global Contexts, 
– Service and Action, 
– Library Media Center, 
– Programme Coordination
– MYP -subjectseachers attend formal IB training for 

constructing  
– RVC professional development targets MYP training



We asked teachers:
How has the MYP changed learning 

in your classroom?
Students are improving their…
• Understanding of content relevance
• Appreciation for the process, rather than the end result
• Thoughtful/real-life connections
• Connections between the past and present
• Interdisciplinary connections
• Use of vocabulary and language
• Approach toward answering questions (varying viewpoints)
• Critical thinking (deeper, creative)
• Empathy (historical events and current events)
• Writing skills across subject areas
Teachers feel…
• Projects have more purpose



MYP Community Project Exhibit
SSMS Gym

• all 8th grade students participate

• all SSMS students able to enjoy and celebrate the 8th 
graders’ work

• 6th and 7th graders exposed to great ideas for their own 
future Community Projects



8th grade Community Project Fair











Communication with parents

1. SSMS website has an MYP tab with policy guides, 
resources and updates on the programme.

2. All MYP rubrics are available on google classroom

3. This year, MYP scores are communicated to parents via 
Powerschools.

– Teachers create a column for the “traditional” assessment 
score

– A separate column reflects the “MYP score” out of 8 points
– The MYP score emphasizes student progress and 

development in each criteria


